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Let us unite now, unite in our search for 
peace, a peace that is fair to both sides, a 
peace that can last. 

Thank you and good night. 


U.S.-South Vief-Nam Proposal 
for Settlement in Indochina 

Folloiving is the text of a Republic of Viet- 
Nam-United States proposal for a negotiated 
settlement in Indochina which was made 
public January 25 . 

White House press release dated January 25 

1. There will be a total withdrawal from 
South Vietnam of all U.S. forces and other 
foreign forces allied with the government of 
South Vietnam within six months of an 
agreement. 

2. The release of all military men and in- 
nocent civilians captured throughout Indo- 
china will be carried out in parallel with the 
troop withdrawals mentioned in point 1. 
Both sides will present a complete list of 
military men and innocent civilians held 
throughout Indochina on the day the agree- 
ment is signed. The release will begin on the 
same day as the troop withdrawals and will 
be completed when they are completed. 

3. The following principles will govern the 
Political future of South Vietnam: 

The political future of South Vietnam will 
be left for the South Vietnamese people to 
decide for themselves, free from outside in- 

inference. 

There will be a free and democratic Presi- 
dential election in South Vietnam within six 
Months of an agreement. This election will 
organized and run by an independent 
dody representing all political forces in 
outh^ Vietnam which will assume its respon- 

i 1 1 ^ es on date of the agreement. This 
ody will, among other responsibilities, de- 
ermine the qualification of candidates. All 
Political forces in South Vietnam can par- 
Jmpate in the election and present candi- 


dates. There will be international supervision 
of this election. 

One month before the Presidential elec- 
tion takes place, the incumbent President 
and Vice President of South Vietnam will 
resign. The Chairman of the Senate, as care- 
taker head of the government, will assume 
administrative responsibilities except for 
those pertaining to the election, which will 
remain with the independent election body. 

The United States, for its part, declares 
that it: 

—will support no candidate and will re- 
main completely neutral in the election. 

— will abide by the outcome of this elec- 
tion and any other political processes shaped 
by the South Vietnamese people themselves. 

—is prepared to define its military and 
economic assistance relationship with any 
government that exists in South Vietnam. 


Both sides agree that: 

South Vietnam, together with the other 
countries of Indochina, should adopt a for- 
eign policy consistent with the military pro- 
visions of the 1954 Geneva Accords. 

—Reunification of Vietnam should be de- 
cided on the basis of discussions and agree- 
ments between North and South Vietnam 
without constraint and annexation from 

either party, and without foreign interfer- 
ence. 

4. Both sides will respect the 1954 Geneva 
Agreements on Indochina and those of 1962 
on Laos. There will be no foreign interven- 
tion in the Indochinese countries and the In- 
dochinese peoples will be left to settle their 
own affairs by themselves. 

5. The problems existing among the Indo- 
chinese countries will be settled by the 
Indochinese parties on the basis of mutual 
respect for independence, sovereignty, terri- 
torial integrity and non-interference in each 
other’s affairs. Among the problems that 
will be settled is the implementation of the 
principle that all armed forces of the coun- 
tries of Indochina must remain within their 
national frontiers. 

6. There will be a general ceasefire 
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throughout Indochina, to begin when the 
agreement is signed. As part of the cease- 
fire, there will be no further infiltration of 
outside forces into any of the countries of 
Indochina. 

7. There will be international supervision 
of the military aspects of this agreement in- 
cluding the ceasefire and its provisions, the 
release of prisoners of war and innocent 
civilians, the withdrawal of outside forces 
from Indochina, and the implementation of 
the principle that all armed forces of the 
countries of Indochina must remain within 
their national frontiers. 

8. There will be an international guaran- 
tee for the fundamental national rights of 
the Indochinese peoples, the status of all the 
countries in Indochina, and lasting peace in 
this region. 

Both sides express their willingness to 
participate in an international conference 
for this and other appropriate purposes. 


I42d Plenary Session on Viet-Nam 
Held at Paris 

Following are remarks made by Ambassa- 
dor William J . Porter, head of the U.S. dele- 
gation, at the H2d plenary session of the 
meetings on Viet-Nam at Paris on January 


Press release 24 dated January 27 

OPENING REMARKS 

Ladies and gentlemen: Ambassador Lam 
has just submitted for your consideration, 
on behalf of the Government of the Repub- 
lic of Viet-Nam and the Government of the 
United States, a plan for peace which can 
bring an end to the war in Viet-Nam. It is a 
plan designed to bring about a lasting peace 
throughout Indochina through a negotiated 
settlement that is fair to all concerned. 

This proposal is comprehensive in nature. 


covering all military and political issues , 
would be negotiated and signed in com’nW 
form as an overall agreement in princini 
After signature, we would proceed to np Pe " 
tiate further on the implementation of a' 
various elements of the agreement, i n 0 J 
to sign the final agreement. er 

Our governments are aware that negotiaf 
mg on some aspects of the agreement t 
principle could prove more difficult and com 
plex than on others and may require mora 
time. We would be willing, therefore, on c 
there is overall agreement in principle tn 
begin implementing certain military aspects 
of the agreement, such as those affecting 
withdrawals and prisoners, while we con- 
tinued to negotiate on other aspects. How- 
ever, in connection with troop withdrawals' 

I wish to make clear that although they could 
start on the date of the agreement in prin- 
ciple, they would not be totally completed 
before a final agreement on all aspects of the 
proposal is signed. We would thus be mov- 
ing on withdrawals and prisoners while the 
further details of the final agreement, such 
as the election, are being negotiated. 

This comprehensive plan represents an f 
effort by us to respond to the global nature | . 
of your proposals as they have been outlined. | 
My comments are intended also to empha- |i ; 
size our desire to be as flexible as possible so l " 
that we can speed the negotiations. I”’: 

We will endeavor to respond to any ques- I 
tions you may have or any clarifications you J 
may seek with respect to the proposal, which 
is a serious attempt to meet those proposals Jh.. 
already brought forward by your side. In reg 
presenting this proposal, our purpose is to Ifif 
try to break the deadlock here. Please give lt : P 
this plan the careful attention it deserves. r 


ADDITIONAL REMARKS 

Ladies and gentlemen: Let me try to clar- 
ify the points that you raised. With regard 
to the first request for clarification— I think 
I am correct in calling it a request for clari- 
fication — concerning which forces are to be 
withdrawn: Our proposal contains a provi- 
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REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM AND UNITED STATES PROPOSAL FOR 


A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT OF THE INDOCHINA CONFLICT, 

January 27, 1972 

1. There will be a total withdrawal from South Viet-Nam 



of all U. S. forces and other foreign forces allied with the Govern- 
ment of South Viet-Nam within six months of an agreement. 

2. The release of all military men and innocent civilians 
captured throughout Indochina will be carried out in parallel with 
the troop withdrawals mentioned in pointl. Both sides will present 
a complete list of military men and innocent civilians held through- 
out Indochina on the day the agreement is signed. The release will 
begin on the same day as the troop withdrawals and will be completed 
when they are completed. 

3. The following principles will govern the political future 
of South Viet-Nam: 

The political future of South Viet-Nam will be left for the 


South Vietnamese people to decide for themselves, free from out- 
side interference. 

There will be a free and democratic presidential election in 
South Viet-Nam within six months of an agreement. This election 
will be organized and run by an independent body representing ail 
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political forces in South Viet-Nam which will assume its responsi- 

i/ 

bilities on the date of the find agreement. This body will, among 
other responsibilities, determine the qualification of candidates* 

All political forces in South Viet-Nam can participate in the 
election and present candidates g^There will be international super- 
vision of this election^P^ 

« 

One month before the Presidential election takes place, the 
incumbent President and Vice President of South Viet-Nam will 

■ < » v _ _» • . t* 1 j 5 1 <1 r-t * ^ -fv 


resign* 


Senate^* will assume administrative responsibilities exce r t for those 
pertaining to the election, which will remain with the independent 
election body. 

The United States, for its part, declares that it: 

-- will support no candidate and will remain completely 
neutral in the election. 
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will abide by the outcome of this election and any 
other political processes shaped by the South 
Vietnamese people themselves, 
is prepared to define its military and economic 
assistance relationship with any government that 
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exists in South Viet-Nam. 
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Both sides agree that; 

• • South Viet-Nam, together with the other countries 

of Indochina, should adopt a foreign policy consistent 

'** ■ 

♦ 

with the military provisions of the 1954 Geneva 
Accords. \ \ 

f ; 

* 

•• Reunification of Viet-Nam should be decided on the 
basis of discussions and agreements between North 
and South Viet-Nam without constraint and annexation 
from eitherparty f and without foreign interference. 

4. Both sides will respect the 1954 Geneva Agreements on 
Indochina and those of 19^2 on Laos. There will be no foreign inter- 
vention, in the Indochinese countries and the Indochinese peoples 
will be left to settle their own affairs by themselves. 

5. The problems existing among the Indochinese countries 

. m 

will be settled by the Indochinese parties, on the basis of mutual 

I 

respect for independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and 

non-interference in each other’s affairs. Among the problems that 

♦ . 

ke settled is the implementation of the principle that all armed 
forces of the countries of Indochina must remain within their national 


^7 


frontiers. 
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6. There will be a general ceasefire throughout Indochina, 
to begin when the agreement is signed. As part of the ceasefire, 
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there will be no further infiltration of outside forces into any of 
the countries of Indochina. 

s 

« 

7. There vill be international supervision of the military 
aspects of this agreement including the ceasefire and its provisions, 
the release of prisoners of war and innocent civilians, and the 

implementation of the principle that all armed forces of the countries 

. 

of Indochina must remain within their national frontiers. 

8 . There will be an international guarantee for the fundamental 
national rights of the Indochinese peoples, the status of all the 
countries in Indochina, and lasting peace in this region. 

Both sides express their willingness to participate in an 
international conference for this and other appropriate purposes. 


January 25, '972. 
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